
4 Brushstroke Tips for More Descriptive Sentences 

 

 

 

Tip 1:  Painting with Participles 

Add a participle to the beginning or end of a sentence. 

Okay:  The diamond-back water snake attacked its prey. 

Better:  Hissing, slithering, and coiling, the diamond-back water snake attacked its prey. 

Even better:  Hissing its forked red tongue and coiling its cold body, the diamond-back 

water snake attacked its prey. 

 

Your turn!  Add a participle or participle phrase to the beginning or end of each sentence below 

to help make the image complete. 

My kitten purred. 

She froze. 

The clown smiled. 

The baby cried. 

The Olympic sprinter crossed the finish line. 

 

  

Participle = an -ing 

verb form 



Appositive = a noun that re-

defines or adds a second 

image to a preceding noun. 

 

 

Tip 2:  Zooming In with Absolutes 

Add an absolute to the beginning or end of a sentence. 

 

Okay Better! 

The cat climbed the tree. 
Claws digging, feet kicking, the cat climbed the tree.  
(added to the beginning) 

The mountain climber edged along the cliff. 
The mountain climber edged along the cliff, hands 
shaking, feet trembling.  (added to the end) 

 

The mummy moved. 

The diver jumped. 

The kitten yawned. 

The coffin opened. 

The engine died. 

 

 

 

Tip 3:  Expanding with Appositives 

Okay:  The raccoon enjoys eating turtle eggs. 

Better:  The raccoon, a scavenger, enjoys eating turtle 

eggs. 

Best:  The raccoon, a midnight scavenger who roams lake shorelines, enjoys eating turtle eggs. 

 

Absolute = a 2-word combination of  

noun + -ing verb 



Your turn!  Fill in an appositive (renaming word or phrase) in each sentence. 

The volcano, _______________________________,  spewed forth lava and ash. 

The old woman, ___________________, stared blankly. 

The river, ______________________, flowed quietly. 

The spider, _______________________, crawled up my arm. 

James, ______________________, fell asleep in class. 

 

 

Tip 4:  Mixing up the order of adjectives 

Instead of the same old adjective + noun form, try something new. 

Boring and list-y Better! 

The large, red-eyed, angry bull moose charged 
the intruder. 

The large bull moose, red-eyed and angry, charged 
the intruder.   

Suddenly, in the very dead of the night, there 
came a clear, resonant, and unmistakable 
sound to my ears. 

Suddenly, in the very dead of the night, there came a 
clear sound to my ears, resonant and unmistakable. 

 

You can do it, too!  Rewrite each sentence below by changing up the order of the adjectives: 

The old and wrinkled woman smiled upon her grandson. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

The tall, dark, and handsome prince could not spell his own name. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

The twisted and tormented boxer felt no compassion for his contender. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

The tired and hungry cheetah stared at the gazelle. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 



Samples from great writers: 

 

Participles: -ing verb phrases 

 

 

Absolutes:  noun + -ing verb 

 

 

Appositives:  renaming or re-describing phrases 

 


